Vernon A. Trochesset
January 5, 1920 - May 18, 2012

GENEVA- Vernon Anthony Joseph Trochesset, 92, of Lewis St., passed away on Friday,
May 18, 2012 at Strong Memorial Hospital after a brief illness. Friends may call at the
DeVaney-Bennett Funeral Home, 181 N. Main St., Geneva on Tuesday, May 22, 2012
from 4-7 p.m. Members of Winnek Post # 396 American Legion will meet at 6 p.m. in the
funeral home for a service for their departed brother. Funeral Services with full military
honors will be at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, May 23, 2012 in the funeral home. The Rev.
Phyllis Granger, Pastor of the First Baptist Church will officiate. Burial will be at the
convenience of the family. Memorial contributions, in his memory may be made to
Happiness House 731 Pre-Emption Rd., Geneva, NY 14456. Vern was born on January 5,
1920 in Biloxi, MI to Charles and Laura Trochesset. He entered the U S Navy in 1939 and
served as Musician First Class on a number of naval ships including the USS Wichita. His
last station at time of his honorable discharge in 1945 was Sampson Naval Base. He met
his wife Elsie Louise Jeanette Benson while stationed at Sampson. They were married in
Geneva in July 3, 1943. Vern owned a jewelry store and dry cleaner in Geneva prior to
working at the American Can Co. where he was employed for over 30 years. He retired in
1987. Vern had a lifelong passion for playing the trumpet beginning at age of 10. During
his time in the military, he played in the Navy Admiral's Band and later when he settled in
Geneva he played with the Winnek Post #396 American Legion Appleknockers Drum &
Bugle Corps. A highlight of his early trumpeting career was his time as a band member
that backed the famed Andrews Sisters. For over fifteen he played in the four piece band
the Music Makers and in later years he was a member of both the Clyde Saxon Band and
the sixteen piece big band group For Dancers Only. In recent years, Vern served the local
veteran community by playing Taps at funeral services. Vern was an active member of the
Winnek Post # 396 American Legion were he enjoyed playing Pinochle daily with friends.
He worked for the Republican Committee and spent many years setting up voting
machines used in Geneva elections. Vern is survived by his wife: Elsie; his daughters:
Karen (James) McElhenny of Penn Yan, Renee (Gary) Meeks of Webster, and Denise
(Gary) Schroeder of Mt. Sinai, NY; his grandchildren: Sean, Leigh Ann, Nicole and Jason.
He was predeceased by his son: David and his siblings, Ruth (Sister Mary Andrew), Carl,
James and Thelma.

Comments

“

I remember visiting you at the dry cleaning shop! With Vern's passing, yet another
part of "old Geneva" has passed with him.

Tom Marsh - May 21, 2012 at 05:23 PM

