Paul William Crumlish
January 20, 2020

GENEVA/DRESDEN – Paul William “Bill” Crumlish died on January 20, 2020 at the Keuka
Comfort Care Home in Penn Yan surrounded by family and friends.
Friends may call at the DeVaney-Bennett Funeral Home, 181 N. Main St. Geneva on
Sunday, January 26, 2020, from 2:00 until 5:00 PM.
A Celebration of his Life will be at 11:30 AM on Monday, January 27, 2020 at the
Vandervort Room at Scandling Center on the Campus of Hobart College. Burial will be in
Dresden Cemetery at the convenience of the family.
In lieu of flowers, contributions may be sent to the Geneva Public Library Foundation or to
the Keuka Comfort Care Home.
Bill was born in Pittsburgh, PA to Paul and Gwendolyn Crumlish on May 10, 1938. He
grew up in Ohio and graduated from Ohio State University in Columbus, OH with a degree
in history. He was enrolled in the NROTC program and received a commission in the Navy
at graduation in 1961. He then served on active duty in the Navy from 1961 to 1964 in the
Mediterranean and Caribbean. He represented the Navy in rifle shooting and was ranked
2nd in the Atlantic fleet.
After discharge he attended library school at Rutgers University and earned a Master’s
Degree in Library Science. He then worked as a librarian in Woodbridge, NJ and at
Fordham University where he oversaw the building of a new Library at the Lincoln Center
campus, and finally as the Librarian of Hobart and William Smith Colleges, where he
oversaw the building of the Warren Hunting Smith Library and the Melly Center 20 years
later. Under his leadership, Hobart and William Smith became renowned for the
excellence of its library.
He was in the forefront of library automation in the region and in New York State, and
traveled to train personnel in other libraries in what was then a new technology. He served

on several Middle State college credentialing teams. He taught courses in navigation and
military history, and collaborated with for other faculty members in writing “ The Nuclear
Predicament”, a textbook which was published in three editions. He served as President of
the New York Library Association and on the Regents Commission on Library Services,
and was instrumental in establishing the library district program which changed the way
libraries are funded in New York State. He also worked to advance automation in the
Geneva Public Library. He retired in 2007 after 35 years at the colleges and was made a
Professor Emeritus.
Following retirement, he volunteered at the Community Lunch Program and as a tutor for
Literacy Volunteers, and served on the board of Catholic Charities. He enjoyed sailing and
other boating activities on Seneca Lake and the canal system. He was President of the
Arrowhead Beach Association for several years.
He is survived by his loving wife, Dr. Jane McCaffrey Crumlish; his sister, Donna (Jeffrey)
Felts; stepchildren, Laurie (Peter) McTeague and Kevin (Elaine) McCaffrey; stepgrandsons, Ian, Graham and Xander McTeague; his daughter, Christine (Christopher)
Joyce; several cousins, nieces, nephews; and great nieces and great nephews.
He was predeceased by his son, Paul Crumlish.
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Comments

“

I will always remember Paul as one of the five "pickles", a term that I believe he
coined. It refers to five H&WS faculty who collaborated in writing and publishing the
book, "The Nuclear Predicament (or pickle)": Bill, myself, Pete Beckman, Steven
Lee, and Mike Dobkowski. It grew out of a general education course we taught
together. We had many meetings in the rare book room, organizing and editing each
others' work. Bill always brought his droll levity to keep us from getting too serious.
He had the devilish habit of introducing bits of arcane here and there with an air of -of course you undoubtedly know all of this -- thus helping us not to get too serious
about ourselves. I count him as an unforgettable friend.
Larry Campbell

Larry Campbell - January 23 at 11:57 AM

“

Bill introduced me to academic libraries and became a good friend from the get-go
when I started as an undergraduate at the Fordham University College at Lincoln
Center in Manhattan. He could balance humor and irony while not losing collegiality,
discipline and decorum. He influenced my life and career in an unusual yet defining
way. René Molineaux

Rene Molineaux - January 22 at 09:23 AM

“

Bill was my mentor during my 12 years at Hobart & William Smith and beyond. He
was an inspiration, a coach, and a good friend. He taught me how to be a true
professional. He was a tremendous innovator in libraries and a influential contributor
to library collaboration. He had a good sense of humor, but also could be very caring.
HWS faculty and students benefitted from his intelligence, service and teaching. So
we celebrate a life full of meaning and purpose. Gary Thompson

Gary Thompson - January 21 at 06:35 PM

“

Jane, I am so sorry to hear this news but I am sure Fred was waiting for him and they are
looking for some mess to get into right now. Ruth Barry
Ruth Barry - January 24 at 09:05 PM

“

We were so sorry to read of Bill’s passing. Terry remembers him fondly as he and Bill
cleared firewood from Clarence’s backyard so long ago. Our thought and prayers are with
you.
Sincerely, Terry and Mary Spittler
Mary Spittler - February 02 at 07:05 AM

