Mary G. Gates
July 11, 1924 - January 24, 2011

Penn Yan/Geneva - After a courageous battle against cancer, Mary Geraldine (Jerry)
Gates died peacefully at home surrounded by her family on Monday, January 24, 2011. In
accordance with her wishes, there will be no prior calling hours and burial will be private. A
remembrance gathering will be held at a future date. For those wishing to remember Jerry,
contributions may be made in her memory to Honor Flight Network, 300 E. Auburn Ave.,
Springfield, OH 45505-4703, The American Cancer Society, The Humane Society, or
Keuka Comfort Care, 35 E. Lake Rd., Rt. 54, Penn Yan, NY 14527. Jerry was born to
Clayton and Myrtle Nuhn on July 11, 1924 at the Nuhn farm on Rt. 96 in Varick, NY. After
attending a one room schoolhouse, she graduated from Romulus High School in 1943,
where she was the drum majorette for the band. From 1943-1946 she worked at the
American Can Co. , the Market Basket Grocery, and Sampson Naval Base. After a
whirlwind courtship in Florida, she married Willis (Bill) Gates and spent most of her life as
one of the original 1950's homemakers raising three children and being the chief parts
runner for Gates Auto Service. During that time, she was also an active member of Home
Bureau. Jerry loved to dance, and she and Bill spent many weekend nights jitterbugging at
the Grange Hall or any other venue with a dance floor. She also played a mean game of
euchre and loved card parties. She enjoyed traveling, especially to South Carolina to
spend some of the winter months with friends. Among her hobbies were gardening and
knitting, and for many years she was a frequent member of deer hunting parties in the
Cranberry Lake area of the Adirondacks. She was an original member of the Varick
Volunteer Fire Department Women's Auxiliary, where she volunteered for many years. In
addition, she belonged to the VFW Women's Auxiliary in Penn Yan and for several years
volunteered at the Smith Opera House. She is survived by her children: Bonita (John)
Cosgrove, Judy (Dan) Demyda, and William (Debra) Gates, along with three
grandchildren: Elizabeth Cosgrove, Katherine and David Gates, as well as several
cousins, nieces, and nephews. She also leaves behind many wonderful friends and
neighbors in both the Penn Yan and Geneva areas. She was predeceased by her
husband Willis and her sister, Dorothy Landis.

Comments

“

Our heartfelt condolences go out to our dear friend Judy and to her family for this
tremendous loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with you during this time and hope
that the wonderful memories that you have of your mother will sustain you until you
meet again.

Tom & Romie Becker - January 28, 2011 at 01:07 PM

“

I will always think of Mrs. Gates (Gerry), as a friendly, happy and fun person. She
was genuine, thoughtful and kind. My condolences to Judy and her siblings and
everyone else whose lives she touched. God bless you all.

Peggy (Moran) Abbott - January 27, 2011 at 03:04 PM

“

aunt jerry and uncle bill and their family had a huge influence on me growing up. i will
cherish the memories and fun times. hunting and playing basketball just to name a
couple.

tom garlick - January 26, 2011 at 02:52 PM

