Leon Richard Woodworth
March 10, 1934 - August 20, 2018

GENEVA – Leon Richard Woodworth, 84, of 848 Rt. 5 & 20, went home with our Lord on
Monday, August 20, 2018, at Clifton Springs Hospital after a battle with cancer.
Friends may call at the DeVaney-Bennett Funeral Home, 181 N. Main St., Geneva on
Saturday, August 25, 2018 from 11:00 AM until 1:00 PM.
A memorial service will be held immediately following at the funeral home. The Rev. Ellen
Wooley will officiate.
Burial will be at a later date at the convenience of the family.
In lieu of flowers, memorials in his name may be made to the American Cancer Society,
1120 S. Goodman St., Rochester, NY 14620.
Leon was born in Waterloo, NY on March 10, 1934, son of the late Kenneth P. (KP) and
Arlene Kettle Woodworth. He graduated from Geneva High School in 1952. He had been
a member of the high school rifle club where he earned the National Rifle Association's
Sharpshooters award as well as others.
In the mid 1950’s, love of fast cars took him to Speed Week held in Daytona Beach,
Florida. Competing in the Flying Mile event, he earned NASCAR Century Club’s Flying
Mike award having obtained a speed of 113.924 MPH over a five mile course, the fastest
1955 Chevrolet in the NASCAR competition.
After returning home from Florida he placed his car on blocks and served two years in the
U.S. Army. After returning home from service he worked with his father developing the first
Florida type quality Mobile Home Park in the Finger Lakes, “Woodworth Mobile Home
Park.”
Leon expanded into sales service of high quality mobile homes in keeping with the park's

reputation. In later years, he brought utility trailers into the business following the same
high quality standards enjoyed over the history of his business. He was a revered
business man for decades. He continued to expand his business interests until his health
took over.
Also in 1958, after his return from the service, he became heavily involved as a volunteer
with the White Springs Fire Dept., ending up following in his father’s footsteps who was
chief at the time. Leon served 5-year terms on the Board of Directors several times. He
was an Assistant Chief for several years and Fire Chief from 1978-1986.
He leaves behind the love of his live for 58 1/2 years, Carolyn Woodworth, and his
precious daughter, Debra, of Canandaigua.
Surviving are his brother, Donald and Rosi Woodworth of Melbourne, FL; brother, David
and Lisa Woodworth of Geneva; step-brother, Walt and Barbara Wermuth of Inlet, NY;
“Honorary” son, John Simons of Canandaigua, NY; nieces, nephews, cousins, close
friends, and the Fiori family of Geneva, NY.
He is predeceased by his parents, Kenneth and Arlene Woodworth; his mother-in-law and
father-in-law, Freeman and Marion Bachelder of Vermont; and also a family loved
stepmother, Janet.

Comments

“

Leon was a big man in many ways. Known for his humor as much as his honesty, he
made such an impression on me, early on, and our kids, when we visited in the 90s
and later. I know this is late, but I miss him greatly. He was a special man. Knowing
he is with Carolyn now, I know he is at peace, one of God's special people, as he
was in life.
~Bruce Woodworth, Florida

Bruce Woodworth - January 03 at 10:05 AM

“

My grandparents, Hobert and Ruth Flick, lived in Woodworth's Mobile Home Park
until 1990, almost 20 years. I met the Woodworths only once, but my grandparents
loved living in their park and always felt they wee treated very well. Our family,
spread along the east coast, knew that our grandparents were safe in their
community. If a man is known by his actions, then his family knows that they shared
a gem with thier community. Godspeed to you and your father for making so many
people safe and happy.
Jack Bryan
South Carolina

JACK BRYAN - August 28, 2018 at 12:31 PM

“

We are so very sorry about the loss of Leon. He made a difference in many ways.
Linda Ellis wrote a poem called "The Dash" in reference to the dash on a tombstone
between the birth and death dates, which represents the life lived. Leon had an
amazing dash. Our prayers are with family. Love, Jeff and Tami Horwitz

Jeff and Tami Horwitz - August 28, 2018 at 08:12 AM

“

TO THE WOODWORTH FAMILY,
SO SORRY TO HEAR OF THE LOSS OF YOUR LOVED ONE. YOU ARE IN OUR
THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS. RIP LEON
LOVE BARB AND BARNEY FARNSWORTH

Barb and Barney Farnsworth - August 25, 2018 at 01:42 PM

