Etta Mae Goldstein
June 11, 1921 - January 7, 2011

Geneva - Etta Mae Goldstein, 89, of 292 Washington Street, died peacefully on Friday,
January 7, 2011, at home surrounded by her loving family after her courageous battle with
lung cancer. Mae died on the tenth anniversary of the death of her late beloved husband,
Samuel Martin Goldstein. Friends may call at the DeVaney-Bennett Funeral Home 181 N.
Main St., on Tuesday, January 11, 2011 from 5-7 p. m. Funeral Services will follow at 7
p.m. in the funeral home with Max Bishop of Ontario Yates Hospice, officiating. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Ontario Yates Hospice or a charity of
one's choice. Mae was born in Sandusky, Ohio on June 11, 1921, the daughter of the late
James Calvin and Mary Gladys ("Gee") McGookey Stauffer and was raised in Caledonia,
New York where she was crowned "Apple Blossom Queen" and "Miss Caledonia." From
the age of nine, Mae worked in her mother's diner. After graduating from Caledonia High
School in 1939, Mae moved to New York City where she, among other things, modeled
hats in the garment district. Eventually, she returned to Caledonia where she continued to
work in her mother's diner and worked in her father's bowling hall (as a pinsetter during
World War 11). Throughout the 1940's and early 1950's, Mae was a top Kodak Model and
appeared in Kodak publications, including Brownie camera guides. At the diner, she met
her future husband, Sam Goldstein, who would frequent the diner during his dry cleaning
route with Star Cleaners of Canandaigua. Mae and Sam married in 1953 and she
relocated to Canandaigua where she and her husband owned and managed Arrowhead
Lanes. Mae formed and oversaw the bantam and junior bowling leagues, women's
leagues, was a National Junior Bowling Congress Instructor and is remembered by many
to whom she gave lessons. In 1964, Mae and her family moved to Geneva where she
worked as a waitress for over 28 years at the Pumpernickel Restaurant until she retired in
1993. During those years, she developed many friendships with customers and coworkers. In her later years, she enjoyed word scrambles, tending to her plants, keeping
tabs on the stock market, watching televised bowling, and, as always, spending time with
her beloved family and friends. Mae was a loving devoted mother and grandmother who
was revered by her family and will be deeply missed by them. In particular, she will be
lovingly remembered for her warmth, kindness, compassion, sense of humor, generosity,
strength, beauty and youthful spirit. She always put the needs of others before her own

and delighted others with her quick wit and warm smile. She is survived by two sons, John
Barry (JoAnn Lamm) of Elm City, N.C. and Barney Simeon (Brendan Knapp) of Geneva;
her sister: Mary (Stuart) Anderson of Florida; sister-in-law: Hermine Goldstein of Arizona;
two grandchildren Leah (Vince) Robertson of Charlotte, N. C. and Ben Goldstein of Austin,
Texas, Several nieces, nephews and cousins; and numerous dear friends. She was
predeceased by her husband, Samuel Martin.

Comments

“

Mom, it's my birthday today. I miss you today as I miss you every day. I'm so glad
that I was able to share my last few birthdays with you here in Geneva. Last year,
you were not feeling well enough to go out to celebrate and I remember telling you
that just being together was the best birthday present I could ever have. That is still
true today. I feel your presence and appreciate the sign you sent me as your way of
wishing me happy birthday. I love you dearly and forever, Mom.
You are always in my heart and thoughts, Barney

Barney Goldstein - July 21, 2011 at 10:43 PM

“

Mom, happy 90th birthday. We had longed forward to so many years to celebrating
your 90th birthday with you. While you can't be with us physically, I've been
celebrating your day in many ways today. I know you are with me and gracing me
with your radiant smile as you enjoy the white roses, the card, the videos of your
surprise 75th and 80th birthday parties, the visit to Crystal Beach on Canandaigua
Lake, the white roses gracing so many of your friends and family's homes on this
day, the Linda Trout birthday cake, and a soon-to-done vodka & tonic toast on your
day. You are loved and missed beyond words.
I love you dearly and forever.
Your loving son,
Barney

Barney Goldstein - June 11, 2011 at 07:16 PM

“

Mom, I want you to know that I continue to miss you deeply. You are in my thoughts
and heart constantly. I hope you enjoyed the ways in which I honored you on this
Mother's Day. While you could not be physically present to enjoy this day together, I
felt your loving presence as I know I will the rest of my life. I love you dearly, Mom.

Barney Goldstein - May 08, 2011 at 11:58 PM

“

I'd like to light a candle for Etta Mae. Growing up, I thought she was the most elegant
person I'd ever met. And as the daughter of my Aunt Gladys (actually my Great
Aunt), I knew she came from strong and sturdy stock, as do I. But Etta Mae wasn't
sturdy and square, she was elegant, and I looked up to her. Simeon and John, I am
thinking of you and wishing you peace. I remember playing cards with Aunt Gladys -enthusiastically! --and Etta Mae standing by and smiling. She was truly a lady. My
thoughts are with you. With much love,
Lenann McGookey
649 Cougar Loop NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122

Lenann McGookey - February 04, 2011 at 06:31 AM

“

I was sorry to hear about the passing of Mrs. Goldstein. I, along with many of
Simeon's co-workers from C.A.B. wish to send the family our condolences.
Also, we would like to say, after reading the eulogy Simeon wrote about his mom, we
wish we had been fortunate enough to meet such a loving mother.

Betty Dodge - January 19, 2011 at 07:51 PM

“

I (Ray) have very fond memories of Mae during my teen years. As a friend and fellow
bowler of Barry's, Mae has a strong influence on our daily lives. She always
demonstrated a kind, thoughtful and friendly personna to me.

Ray & Barb (Hurlbutt) Henry - January 12, 2011 at 10:46 AM

“

It was truly a gift to know Mae; she brought grace, warmth, humor, and a wonderful
down to earth strength to those of us fortunate to be around her. When we went out
to eat, people would just come over to the table glad to see Mae; it seemed as
though half the town knew and loved her. And she was always giving! It may sound
silly but I will always treasure my cuddle duds. Thank you Mae for being you and
giving all that you gave to so many of us.

Annie Montgomery - January 10, 2011 at 08:07 PM

“

Her spirit of warmth and generosity will always be remembered.

Colette Kern - January 10, 2011 at 06:13 PM

“

I would like to express condolences to Mae's family on behalf of the Brown family
who lived on Mason St., Canandaigua. We all remember Mae & her family well. Our
mother, Margaret Brown, took care of Barney while Mae worked. She was a lovely
lady, and we have many fond memories of the Goldstein family.

Carol Marx - January 09, 2011 at 07:02 PM

