Donald C. Ninestine
June 23, 1936 - March 7, 2019

GENEVA -Donald C. Ninestine, 82, a native of Geneva, died March 7, 2019, in the Living
Center at Geneva General Hospital. He had been in declining health.
At Mr. Ninestine's request, there will be no viewing hours.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be at 10:00 AM on Wednesday, March 13, 2019 in St.
Francis de Sales Church. Burial will be in St. Patrick’s Cemetery.
Memorial Contributions, in his memory, may be made to St. Francis- St. Stephen’s
Education Fund or to Our Lady of Peace Parish.
Mr. Ninestine was born in Geneva on June 23, 1936. He was the second son of Emma
Ninestine and James E. Ninestine, who preceded him in death. His older brother, Robert,
also preceded him in death.
Mr. Ninestine was a graduate of DeSales High School in Geneva. He was a lifelong
member of St. Francis de Sales Church where he served as an altar boy and usher. He
was a graduate of St. John Fisher College in Rochester, NY.
For 35 years, Mr. Ninestine was a high-school teacher; first in Phelps, NY, then at Geneva
High School, where he retired in 1993.
He was a member of several community organizations and was active in several charities
and the local Democratic party. He also served on the Geneva City Council, where he was
first elected in 1979 to represent the Sixth Ward. In 1993, he was elected to represent
Geneva's Fifth and Sixth wards on the Ontario County Board of Supervisors. He retired
from office in 2013.
He was an avid fan of circuses and befriended many performers and entertainers. He was
an avid NY Mets fan.

He was preceded in death by his wife of 53 years, Dolores A. (Sheils) Ninestine.
He is survived by three sons: Daniel of Port St. Lucie, FL, Thomas (Amy Momberger) of
Jefferson, LA, and Edward (Claudine) of Geneva; a daughter, Linda (Peter Ware) of
Ormond Beach, FL; and two grandsons, Douglas Ware and Jamie Ninestine.
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Comments

“

Mr. Ninestine you were my American History teacher in Phelps and I loved that class
because I loved American History. I remember telling you I got a letter from the
women's Marine Corp and you told me I wouldn't be able to pass the physical. Well I
was drafted and served my country in Viet Nam. Some of the kids in my history class
told me I got good grades because you couldn't read my writing and I admit my
penmanship wasn't great and It still isn't. Thank you Mr. Ninestine for being a part of
my life. Francis E. Day

Francis E. Day - March 14, 2019 at 01:33 PM

“

My wife and I remember many wonderful evenings with your parents, including a
Pirates Week in Alex Bay with our then young son. Your Dad was both a mentor and
a friend to me and will be deeply missed. Dick, Janet and Alec Calabrese

Dick Calabrese - March 12, 2019 at 09:38 PM

“

My heartfelt condolences to Danny and the entire Ninestine family. The Mets now
have a guardian angel rooting for them.
Fred Charak
Pt. St. Lucie, Fla.

Fred Charak - March 12, 2019 at 07:32 AM

“

I have not known or seen Don since the years stated here. If my memory serves me
right (and it may not) during summer vacations, approximately 1958 and 1959, I
worked with my 14 and 15 year old friends at the Geneva Experimental Station,
picking cherries. Don, who was likely still in or just finishing college, was our
supervisor and one of the best, kindest and most fun loving, relaxed supervisors I've
likely had in the 60+ years since. He left us with a marvelous impression of what the
work world would be, though it didn't always come up to Don's level. Rest in peace to
a very lovely man who left a very positive impression on me and my friends.
Mary Ann Annony O'Connor

Mary Ann O'Connor - March 12, 2019 at 02:47 AM

“

To Mr Ninestine’s family: Daniel, Thomas, Edward, Linda and the grandkids —I send my sincerest condolences to you all at this sad time. I was a student of your
dad’s in his Phelps Central High School history classes for 4 years, and not only did I
thoroughly enjoy being there, but he let us get away with a lot of stuff in class that
other teachers wouldn’t (most of it was good natured and involved questions, smartaleck comments, etc) and he was a fantastic teacher!!! I remember what he taught us
SO well and I think about him often. It’s silly, but one of the things I remember most
vividly is that he would sit in his chair in front of the class with his feet on his desk
and shave with a cordless electric razor every morning (I guess our class was early
in the day, but I don’t really remember!!!). All I have to do is close my eyes and I can
picture him there asking us questions, making comments — all the while he was
shaving his face!!! He was witty and loved puns and jokes and kept us interested in
whatever he was teaching. I remember well his Friday’s injunction to call us any time
if we needed bail money!!! We laughed so hard we had tears in our eyes!
He taught us to be good citizens, to take part in all levels of government, to vote
because EVERY vote matters in our democracy, and to make the most of our lives
because every day matters! I will never forgot your dad, and I am smiling — knowing
that he’s making jokes in heaven and entertaining everyone there!!!!
Sincerely and with warm condolences,
Rebecca (Becky) (Gifford) Bennett, PCH class of 1965

Rebecca (Becky Gifford) Bennett - March 11, 2019 at 05:06 PM

“

The most engaging, fun, and memorable teacher ever. And apologies to his family for us
dropping in on Friday or Saturday nights. Your tiny house was filled with love and laughter.
It showed us that Don lived what he taught us. A lesson that we carry with us and cherish.
Scott Gifford - March 12, 2019 at 05:52 PM

“

Every Friday during his teaching career he would tell his students if they needed bail
money to call. It didn't matter what time.

Danny Ninestine - March 11, 2019 at 02:23 PM

“

My condolences to the entire Ninestine family. Although I never met Mr. Donald, I can
say that he raised a true gentleman in his son Danny. The world is a better place
because of the footprints Mr. Donald left behind. Our family's prayers are with y'all.
-Milton Rosario
St. Lucie, Florida

Milton Rosario - March 11, 2019 at 12:56 PM

“

I am sorry for your loss Danny. My thoughts are prayers are with you and your family
at this time.

Vicki Jocelyn - March 11, 2019 at 12:52 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss Danny! I know you loved your dad greatly.

Lilia - March 11, 2019 at 12:31 PM

“

I am truly sorry for your loss. My condolences to the family.

Terry Green

Terry Green - March 11, 2019 at 12:14 PM

“

To Donald Ninestine family - I knew Don as an American History teacher at Phelps
HS and as our Class of 1960 advisor. You should be proud of all Don did in his life
here on this planet. He was a positive influence on my life and many other students
whom he taught. As an elected official, Don was highly respected by his constituents
and cohorts. Please know all of you are in my thoughts and prayers as you grieve
Don's passing.

Paul - March 11, 2019 at 11:28 AM

“

Barbara Whitaker lit a candle in memory of Donald C. Ninestine

Barbara Whitaker - March 10, 2019 at 01:28 PM

“

To Don’s family. What a wonderful man he was. I knew him initially as my social
studies teacher and our class advisor at the old Phelps Central High School. Years
later he was my mother in-laws’ table mate at the assisted living facility. Most
recently I met with him multiple times to discuss home care. He always wanted to
share a joke. I always left him smiling. I hope he is still telling funny stories ...in his
final resting place. RIP “Mr Ninestine”.

Ann - March 10, 2019 at 12:37 PM

“

Our sympathies to the Don’s family. He was a tremendous asset to the people of
Geneva and left a legacy from his educational and political endeavors.
Carol and John Cataline

John and Carol Cataline - March 10, 2019 at 12:32 PM

“

A true gentleman, a friend, mentor and a respected community leader. Rest In
Peace, dear friend. Ted and Rosalie

Ted Fafinski - March 10, 2019 at 11:22 AM

“

To the Ninestine Family:
I am truly sorry to hear of your father's passing. Don was a good friend to me. As I
was a brand new teacher to Geneva (and a fellow Fisher alumni), Don took me under
his wing to make sure that I became thoroughly involved in the school community. He
always put up with my bantering and my (in jest) insults toward Social Studies and
was able to return the same to me (and Math) many fold.
I hope that your many good memories of Don and what he meant to your family and
to the Geneva community will help you through this difficult time.
Rick Wheeler

Rick Wheeler - March 10, 2019 at 11:08 AM

“
“

Rick, please call me. Danny. 7723709577
Danny Ninestine - March 11, 2019 at 11:58 AM

My sympathies to the Ninestine family. Mr. Ninestine was my history teacher at Phelps
Central for three years. He was an excellent teacher, and will be missed by many.
Donna Sidell Pauly
Donna Pauly - March 11, 2019 at 01:10 PM

