Albert Rodrigues Pontes
October 27, 2019

GENEVA - Albert Rodrigues Pontes, 79, of Geneva, passed away peacefully on October
27, 2019 at his home surrounded by his children.
Friends may call at the DeVaney-Bennett Funeral Home, 181 N. Main St., Geneva, on
Friday, November 8, 2019 from 11:00 AM until 1:00 PM.
A Celebration of his Life will be at 1:00 PM in the funeral home. The Rev. W. James
Gerling will officiate.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to Ontario Yates Hospice through
University of Rochester Home Care - www.urmc.rochester,edu/homecare and click on
“Giving” or by mail to UR Medicine Home Care Foundation Inc. 2180 Empire Blvd.,
Webster, NY 14580.
To designate your gift to a specific program at UR Medicine Home Care, or to make your
gift in honor or in memory of someone special, please indicate this on the memo line.
Donations may also be made toward cancer research.
Born in Saint Michael, Azores Portugal on September 29, 1940, Al arrived in America via
Ellis Island at the age of 7. He and his family chose to begin their American journey in Fall
River, MA. Upon graduating high school, Al was accepted for admission to M.I.T. but
elected to marry his first and only love, Pauline, and enter into the working world. He
started his career with S.S. Kresge at 16 years of age and quickly flourished to become
the youngest manager, at age 23, and longest tenured manager to date, in its corporate
history. S.S. Kresge evolved to be named Kmart and in 1984 Al and his family relocated to
Geneva, NY. Upon retirement, he had accumulated 50 years of service. Despite multiple
transfers throughout his career, Al and Pauline always considered Geneva to be home.
Al was a beloved son, amazing brother, faithful husband, and devoted father who deeply
loved his entire family. To his friends and work associates, he was widely regarded as

loyal, honest and valued as a mentor. Outgoing and personable, he enjoyed playing golf
and loved sports. A lifelong New England supporter, he rarely missed any games the
Boston Red Sox, Boston Celtics, or New England Patriots participated in. His favorite
players to watch, however, were his children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Funny and animated, Al seemed to command a room. He could often be found holding
court, telling jokes or sharing stories of family and friends. Al would do anything for a
friend and cherished his close friendships, some becoming as close as family. He was
forever grateful for those relationships. We are all blessed to have had him touch our lives.
Al is survived by his sons, Albert M. (Gwen Frost) Pontes of Geneva and Daniel (Kristin)
Pontes of Geneva; his daughter, Lisa Pulver of Geneva; brother, Joseph (Joyce) Pontes of
Dartmouth MA; his sister, Mary (James) Heyworth of Swansea, MA; grandchildren:
Jessica (Chris Fonseca) Pontes, Michael and Caitlyn Pulver, Grace and Lawson Pontes;
three great-grandchildren: Aiden, Christopher and Bravin; along with several nieces,
nephews and cousins.
He was predeceased by his wife, Pauline; son-in-law Dale Pulver; grandson, Justin; and
his brother, Luiz Pontes.
Al and family are appreciative of the wonderful care and guidance that was received
through Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, FL and the Ontario Yates Hospice during his illness.
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Comments

“

Angel Pendant & Chain was purchased for the family of Albert Rodrigues Pontes.

November 04, 2019 at 10:13 AM

“

Lisa, so sorry for your loss. Prayers to you, Michael and Kaitlyn.

carolyn gloska - October 31, 2019 at 05:52 PM

“

I had the privilege of becoming associated with 'Mr. Pontes' in 1978.... He was a
fixture at our HS baseball games; nobody came to more games and I never ever
recall any of the negativity you so often see from todays rude, over-involved parents.
He was hard to miss, usually in a suit after work and with his signature pipe. He
seemed to always command respect, quietly, the way he carried himself.
I became close with Al and Pauline over the years as they opened their home to me
as I became close friends with their son Al. I got to know Lisa and Danny was just a
kid always looking to kick my butt at whatever game he could talk me into.
I always marveled at how Mrs Pontes steered the ship, but Big Al usually had the
floor, always engaging, joking or just making sure I was doing the things I was
supposed to be doing. I know they genuinely cared, especially so when my life was a
mess. The door was always open to me, but Pauline always made me knock first.
He employed me when I needed a job, so I got to see him operate at work. The
assistant managers were always on their toes and Mr Pontes was always teaching.
He was more than my friends father, he mentored me and showed me what a father
is supposed to be. Im sure he chewed me out a couple of times, but I know he
always had my best interest at heart.
I havent seen very much of Mr Pontes or the family much these past several years,
but I know if I showed myself, it would be as if I had never been very far.
I know this is supposed to be for Mr. Pontes, but Mrs was always right there and I
missed her memorial. I can't even explain the love and the respect I have for these
people.
Thanks, Mr and Mrs Pontes, for everything!
And condolences from my wife and I to the entire family
Scott Lawler

Scott Lawler - October 30, 2019 at 07:05 PM

“

In life, we have many friends. Al was special.
My experience with Al started in 1974 at the Kmart in Clementon, NJ where I was a new
Assistant Manager and Al was the Co- Manager. I worked under many people during my
career and many of those showed me how not to be the best manager. Al was one of the
few managers that showed me how to do it the right way. He had people skills that were
amazing and I tried to use those skills during my career.
Although I only worked directly under Al for only a few years, his impact is with me to this
day. From my first manager position in 1984 to my last as District Manager, there were not
many weeks without a phone call to Al to discuss our interests. I was lucky to be in the
same district as Al both in Rochester and Syracuse. My seating position during our district
meetings was always the same, next to Al.
As it was with most families that had Managerial careers with Kmart, you moved often. I’m
sure Al’s family can relate because my family had 17 moves in 25 years. You meet so many
people but few last the test of time Al and Pauline did.
As good as Al was in his career, his marriage was something to be admired. If ever there
was a perfect couple it was Al and Pauline. I was so sorry not to be there for Al after her
passing. To Al’s family, you should know how very proud he was of his children. As much
as we talked about work subjects we spent much of our time talking about family as we
both shared the family first philosophy. Al I love you and will miss you greatly.
Your Friends
Bill and Kathy Rodgers
Bill Rodgers - October 31, 2019 at 03:03 PM

